Please continue to pray for the sick of our Parish. To add someone to the prayer
list, call Fr. Jim or email Bonnie Toth at: bonnie3871@gmail.com.
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A PASTORAL MOMENT WITH FR. JIM

For some Native American Indian Tribes, there was a rite of passage where a young
man spends time along in the wilderness. He survives a hostile environment of weather,
predatory animals and lack of food. But the biggest challenge is the inner journey. It is a
spiritual journey where he will be encountered within goodness and evil. Hopefully, he
will display a change in behavior when he returns to his people. He will be recognized
as a mature member of the community.

| believe that the diet that John the Baptist ate spoke to a vision quest of his own. Living
in the desert, his diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. Locusts are a symbol of
judgement and wild honey is a symbol of blessing. John confronted his own shortcom-
ings and blessings. | spoke of his light side “or child of the Light” and his own goodness
weeks ago. He was ready to accept the Messiah to come in Spirit and in truth. Then he
spoke of that vision. Later they would kill the visionary, but they could not destroy the
vision.

Others who came out to listen to John said, “This man has something and | want some
of that!” Remember, these are the castaways that the Pharisees would not have any-
thing to do with. They are the people who were not allowed in the temple. They had
been in a desert of their own, confronting the guilt of being unworthy, falling short of the
Law of Moses and being ostracized. To them came the baptism and forgiveness of sin
as free as water. They had listened to the voices of locusts and judgement. No, it was
time to pay attention to the blessings now and the blessings the Messiah bring. They
lived a “Vision Quest” in day to day life.

Advent and Christmas Season is full of locusts and wild honey. There is an increase in
depression and sadness while we listen to the over-the-top celebrating while remember-
ing losses and deaths. The person with us last Christmas no longer speaks to us. She/
he has died. There may be the guilt and sorrow for past behaviors. We may live in
Southside Virginia where the temperature is cool this time of year, but we can be in a
desert. In the light of John and in the light of the stories about the Messiah, what can we
learn bout ourselves?

There is the wild honey. There are memories that make us feel joyful and alive. There
are hopes. After all, our vision quest does contain a vision. We allow our culture and
society to be our spiritual desert. Might | love again Might | allow myself to make plans
for getting together? What is my vision for the one who is with us but is yet to come?
How can | know him better?

“See Thee more clearly. Follow Thee more nearly. Love thee more dearly. Day by
day.” (Godspell)

PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent. The third candle lit in our Advent
Wreath today is rose. It is also known as “Gaudete Sunday.”

Today, the Catholic church uses the color rose to indicate a joyful feast day
or holiday. Gaudete Sunday’s counterpart in Lent is “Lactare Sunday”, anoth-
er break in penance to rejoice in hope as we approach Easter. During both
days, the priest wears rose vestments. Also, today, Fr. Jim will do an anoint-
ing of the sick during mass.

Next Sunday is the Fourth [and final] Week of Advent: This year’s calen-
dar presents a unique situation. Next Sunday is not only the Fourth Sunday
of Advent, but also Christmas Eve. In order to facilitate the taping of the
Christmas Mass this Tuesday, the Liturgy Team will meet tomorrow at 10:00
am to partially decorate the altar. We are scheduled to meet again on Thurs-
day, December 21, at 1:00 pm to continue readying the altar for Christmas
Eve and Christmas morning masses. Teamwork - that’s what it’s all about!

Christmas Letter from Charlie and Mary Graf: Charlie and Mary are set-
tling in their new home in North Carolina and life away from Virginia. They
emailed me a beautiful Christmas letter to share with you with loving
thoughts and their new address. A copy is included in this bulletin so we can
all keep in touch via telephone, email or snail mail.

Christmas Eve Celebration: Sunday, December 24th at 6:30 pm Please
join us at 6:30 pm for finger foods. Musical presentations will begin at 7:15
and our annual Children’s Christmas play, written by Miss Beatrice Heady,
will be presented at 7:30.

Craft Club Update: Beginning January 2024, the Craft Club will meet the
2nd Wednesday and the 4th Friday of each month.

“Awake From Your Sleep”



