Please continue to pray for the sick of our Parish. To add someone to the prayer
list, call Fr. Jim or email Bonnie Toth at: bonnie3871@gmail.com.
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October 22, 2023
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady Of Peace Catholic Church
2938 Oakleigh Avenue (PO Box 668)
Appomattox VA 24522-0668
Pastor: Father James Gallagher 434-352-0104
For emergencies: Fr. Jim cell number: 434-238-7030
or Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church 434-846-5245
www.olpcatholicchurch.org

Holy Eucharist
Sunday 8:30 AM; Tuesday 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM
Thursday 12:15 PM

Bulletin news and requests for mass cards: contact
Bonnie Toth at bonnie3871@gmail.com
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A Pastoral Moment with Fr. Jim

In Matthew 22:15-21, the Pharisees and Herodian's try to trap Jesus, First of all,
this is an alliance and not a friendship. Alliances are two normally opposing groups
joing against a common enemy. The Pharisees are about upholding the Mosaic
Law. They oppose the Romans. They believe an image on a coin is idolatry. The
Pharisees even believe that there will be a resurrection (but that is a story for an-
other time). The Herodian’s are supported by the Romans. Herod is a puppet king
installed by the occupiers. The Herodian’s care about power more than the Jewish
faith. When the enemy (Jesus) is beaten, then they go back to fighting with each
other.

One can say that there is a lack of integration between the two groups about what
it means to be friends. Their lives re fragmented. To the question: “Is it lawful to
pay the census tax to Caesar or not?” Jesus responds: “Then repay to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”

What does Caesar get? A tax. A coin! What does God get? Our whole being. Our
hearts and our souls. For God’s good order (the Lord does not want chaos. Chaos
is of evil.) we pay the coin. But our whole life and the rest of our life is geared to-
wards God. As Paul says, “Whether you eat or drink, do it for the glory of God.” Or-
thodox Jewish people said that God even blesses a husband and with in their most
intimate moments.

Of course, if there is a conflict between civil authorities and our faith, we need to at
time disobey or confront the authorities. There are issues, for example, in which
we challenge the Supreme Court non violently. What we do on Sunday at Eucha-
rist we take with us for the rest of the week. Caesar should not impinge on our
faith, but we need to support Caesar when he brings “holy order” to our society.

If not, then we might quote the words from the movie: “Do the Right Thing: - “Fight
the power that be!”

FR. JIM AWAY FOR FUNDRAISING: November 4-5. He will be celebrating mass
at St. Edward Catholic Church in Chesterfield County, near Richmond. The pro-
ceeds from the trip will be shared by Our Lady of Peace and St. Victoria.

In Fr. Jim’s absence, Fr. Paul Konde will celebrate masses at our two parishes:
Saturday, November 4 at 4 pm at St. Victoria; Sunday, November 5 at 8:30 am at
Our Lady of Peace and Sunday, November 5 at St. Victoria at 11 am.

Parish News & Announcements

. . ANV AMYLIAAYY LAARY L ANV
Oktoberfest/Silent Auction at St. CAINT TUAMAC MADE
Thomas More Catholic Church Octo- " JATINL HTTVIVA
ber 28th. ‘ Wil
Drought conditions in the twin Parish of " AR | (| 4
St. Thomas More in Savannete, Haiti,. '
has suffered a great crop failure. Fr. Jo-

el, the Haitian priest at the Church of " : ' f\i #
the Nativity has requested funds to help ) Q%}q @ w@} @ @
feed the children. i ‘

r
If you cannot attend the Oktoberest a”d' Safurday Oclober 28t ||~ 6:00 PM October 21

would like to send a monetary donation, 440 \wicanan | o200 Oclober 21

please send your check to “Haiti Out-
reach”, St. Thomas More Catholic .
FUNDRAISER FOR HAITI
LAMIVYTAASVULARVY LA

Church, 3015 Roundelay Road,'
Lynchburg VA 24502. LAD

St. Victoria Christmas Bazaar: Saturday, November 18 (9 am-1 pm):
Come and buy some delicious casseroles. (Fr. Jim’s casseroles are called
“Fidel Casseroles”). There will be crafts, baked breads, award winning Bruns-
wick Stew, and this year there are lots of pies! Let us support our sister
church. St. Victoria is located at 305 Victoria Drive, Hurt VA (just after the last
Altavista exit.)

Calling all bakers!! Kairos Cookies are needed by October 31st. You can
be a missionary! How? By feeding the hunger of others, wherever and who-
ever they may be, you have a chance to be a part of the “pipeline” that will
carry Christ’s living water directly to the hearts of prisoners. The Kairos Prison
Ministry of passing on the love of God and Agape is the love of God delivered
by His people in a tangible way. You have this opportunity by baking cookies
for the Virginia Correctional Center for Women at Goochland. Prison guide-
lines and recipes are available. Please see Eileen Brennen, Alice Doeppe or
Bonnie Toth for a copy.

We bid farewell to Charlie & Mary Graf today. Please join us today after
mass for food and fellowship as we wish two of our founders, Charlie & Mary
well on this new chapter of their lives. May they feel all our love and best
wishes and carry them with them always. This is not “goodbye” - this is “until
we meet again!”



